JULY - NOVEMBER 2022

PAST eXHIBITIONS
Since our last Bulletin a number of exhibitions have been and gone. New Landscape, in February and March, featured new work
from Masters of Fine Arts graduates from the Dunedin School of Art, Robyn Bardas, Miranda Joseph and Sue Pearce. Each artist
took a species-specific approach to their response to the landscape, from the red tussock of Gore, Eastern Southland, to Tokyo,
Japan’s cherry blossom, and the alpine ecosystems of New Zealand’s South Island.
In April and May, BLACK, curated from the Gallery’s permanent collection, gathered together works in which colour was largely
absent and black predominated. Alongside this, GOLD, brought to light works that were either framed in gold or that included gold
in their subject or surface treatment. Both exhibitions provided an opportunity to showcase recent acquisitions, as well as works in
the collection that had not been exhibited for some time.

Te Papa Curator Modern Art Lizzie Bisley at the floor talk

Rita Angus, Central Otago, 1953-56/1969, oil on canvas. Gift of Douglas Lilburn, 1972.
© Reproduced courtesy of the Estate of Rita Angus. Te Papa (1972-0030-1)

The Gallery was absolutely delighted to be able to host Rita
Angus: New Zealand Modernist | He Ringatoi Hou o Aotearoa
from May to July, bringing together 20 works by one of
New Zealand’s most iconic 20th century artists. The paintings
spanned Rita Angus’s life and career as an artist, drawing
out the themes of pacifism, feminism and nature that
shaped so much of her work. Included were many of Angus’s
most important paintings, including Rutu, 1951, Cleopatra,
1938, and Central Otago, 1953-56/1969. The exhibition was
developed and toured by the Museum of New Zealand
Te Papa Tongarewa, and supported by Singapore Airlines.

Max Matthews, West Gore School student

On Saturday 2 July an Afternoon Tea and Floor Talk were
held with exhibition Curator, Lizzie Bisley. Around 70 enjoyed
a fascinating floor talk with Lizzie speaking directly to the
paintings in the exhibition and enlightening us to many of the
stories behind Rita Angus’s work.
The Gallery also hosted four workshops with local school
children in conjunction with the show. The children
worked with artists Jacqui Byars and Janet de Wagt making
self-portraits in a landscape, based on the paintings of Rita
Angus. Their wonderful creations are currently on display
in the window of the Maruawai Centre opposite the Gallery
until early August. The workshops were supported by Creative
New Zealand.

St Mary’s School students with their completed portraits

Artworks on display at the Maruawai Centre

EWAN McDOUGALL Freed Up in Lockdown
23 July – 18 September 2022
The Gallery is delighted to welcome back Dunedin artist
Ewan McDougall. Born in Wellington, McDougall’s family
later moved to Oamaru where he was educated at Waitaki
Boys High School and taught art by Colin Wheeler. He
attended Otago University while also working in freezing
works and drumming in rock bands. There he gained an
Honours Degree in Political Studies (1971), and worked
as a junior lecturer and tutor. Over the next decade he
travelled extensively, returning to New Zealand in the
early 1980’s with his partner, writer Sarah McDougall.
In 1988 he began painting full-time.
When the first Covid-19 lockdown arrived in March 2020,
Ewan and Sarah McDougall were content, as they had
ample time to devote to their mahi - Ewan to paint and
Sarah to write. Ewan and Sarah’s home, located in Broad
Bay, in Otago Harbour, became even more tranquil and
energetic. All of the paintings in Freed Up In Lockdown
were completed during and after lockdown, although not all specifically relate to Covid-19. The works are a distillation of
McDougall’s intense period of creativity, when the oil paint flew liberally onto the canvas every day. True to McDougall’s style,
the paintings are vibrant and witty.

MARILYNN WEBB Rivers, Lake and Fiord
24 September – 20 November 2022
This exhibition brings together a selection of works from the Eastern
Southland Gallery’s permanent collection, by respected New Zealand
printmaker Marilynn Webb (1937 - 2021). Included are works
from the Mataura Valley, In Hodges’ Wake and Waitaki
Unplugged Series.
Of Nga Puhi descent, Marilynn Webb was born in Auckland
and grew up in Opotiki in the Bay of Plenty. A pioneer of
printmaking in New Zealand, Webb has exhibited her work
nationally and internationally since the 1960’s. In 1974 she
moved to Dunedin to take up a Frances Hodgkins Fellowship
at the University of Otago. Since that time her work focused on
New Zealand’s southern wilderness areas. Her tonal, moody
prints and pastels reflect the atmosphere of the land, making
us aware that we are a part of it and drawing us into the
environmental and social issues surrounding it. From the late
1990’s much of this work was with the support of the Department
of Conservation, providing her with access to many of southern
New Zealand’s most secluded and inaccessible areas.

Marilynn Webb, The Waitaki River- Rua, Tumai and fossils,
Waitaki Unplugged Series, 2005, hand-coloured woodcut

Webb’s distinguished teaching career included roles as art
advisor, art teacher, and Emeritus Lecturer at the Otago
Polytechnic School of Art, where she lectured in printmaking
from 1988-2008. In 2000 she became an Officer of the NZ Order
of Merit for her contribution to printmaking in New Zealand
and in 2011 was awarded Ngā Tohu a Tā Kīngi Ihaka from Te Waka
Toi in recognition of a lifetime contribution to nga toi Māori.

TREVOR MOFFITT Paintings 1966 - 2001
24 September – 20 November 2022

Trevor Moffitt, Railway Goods Shed No. 2, My Father’s Life Series,
1980, oil on board, gift of Enyth Good

Trevor Moffitt (1936 - 2006) is arguably one of the country’s
most notable narrative painters. Born in Gore, Moffitt
graduated from the University of Canterbury School of Fine
Arts in 1959. Unlike many of his contemporaries whose
work pursued a nationalism based on the landscape, Moffitt’s
interests resided in locating the human figure in the land and
in 1962 he began the Gold Miners series, based on childhood
memories of Southland. Over the next 40 years, Moffitt would
go on to produce some nationally significant bodies of work,
immediately recognisable expressionist paintings that reveal
the lives and stories of ordinary working New Zealanders. The
Big Fisherman, Human Condition, Freezing Works and Stanley
Graham series’ would be interspersed with periodic reflections
on rural Canterbury and Southland, and more personal
journeys through My Father’s Life and Solo Father series’.
In 2015 the Gallery was fortunate to be gifted a collection
of 33 paintings by Trevor Moffitt. Built up over a number of
years, by art collector Enyth Good of Auckland, the works
provide a valuable overview of his career. Many of the works
reference the artist’s home province of Southland and many are
representative of the wide range of series’ works he produced,
including the Mackenzie, Gold Miner, Big Fisherman, My
Father’s Life and Hokonui Moonshine series. This exhibition
showcases that very generous gift.

eAST GORe ART CeNTRe - Project Update
The studios in the East Gore Art Centre are having the
finishing touches made. Studio 3 has had lighting, a heat
pump, and shelving and cupboards installed. The rooms
adjacent to Studio 3 have been carpeted and shelving built
for our library. The final plumbing work will be completed

in the next few months. John Dennison and Jacqui Byars are
working towards commissioning the presses in the studio’s
including Marilynn Webb’s recently gifted etching press,
Inge Doesburg’s lithography press and Nigel Brown’s
woodblock press.

Event bookings: Contact the gallery

ACROSS THE GREAT DIVIDE
Saturday 10 September, 8pm
Eastern Southland Gallery
World music in a true folk roots fusion! Acoustic Americana
meets Celtic Spirit! Here come Across the Great Divide,
performing traditional, contemporary and original songs and
tunes from Celtic, Scandinavian and Americana roots.
The group features guitarist and arguably New Zealand’s finest
dobro player, Tony Burt, internationally respected Swedish
Americana original compositions all receive the same skill
saxophonist, Hanna Wiskari-Griffiths, and music specialist and
and passion in their delivery until you are no longer aware of
tradition bearer of Scots songs and tunes, on harp, guitar, and
their different musical roots, nor any divide at all. An Across
vocals, Karen Jones.
the Great Divide concert isn’t a quiet affair. Strap yourself in
Unknowingly you are drawn into their special Transatlantic for a wild, toe tapping and emotionally laden journey,
musical world. Original and traditional tunes and airs, and perfectly held together by their passion for their traditions.

eVeNTS continued ...

Event bookings:
Contact the gallery

NIKAU HARP TRIO
Tuesday 4 October, 7.30pm
Eastern Southland Gallery
Nikau Harp Trio brings to life the glittering magical world of harp and
strings. In mesmerizing performances, the trio journeys from baroque,
fantasy and romance to the pulsating Latin rhythms of the tango.
Principal Harp in the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, Helen Webby
is one of New Zealand’s most accomplished harpists. Her solo CD Pluck
was nominated for Best Classical CD in the NZ Music Awards. Violinist
Cathy Irons’ mastery of her instrument was described as ‘jaw-dropping’
by The Guardian newspaper. Cathy records regularly with international
artists. Cellist Paul Lee is a recent graduate from the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music.

ERIC BOGLE
Wednesday 19 October, 8pm
Eastern Southland Gallery
Eric Bogle is a legendary Scottish-born folk singer and songwriter. Based
in Australia, he was scheduled to perform here in October 2021, and then
again in March this year, before Covid forced him to cancel both tours.
So this is third time lucky and he is well worth the wait. Bogle’s songs
have covered a variety of topics, and have been performed by many artists
including The Pogues (‘The Band Played Waltzing Matilda’).
Photo courtesy of Allen & Unwin New Zealand Book Publishers

GRANT HAUA AWA BLUES
Wednesday 9 November, 8pm
Eastern Southland Gallery
Grant Haua was long-time half of blues-roots stompers Swamp Thing with
drummer Michael Barker. He will present, in concert, his deep timbre
soul blues vocals, acoustic guitars and foot percussion, in a performance
relating to his Maori culture which is at the heart of these songs. Grant
wants the audiences at his show to feel like they’re guests in his home and
like the songs, his home is pretty simple but it’s warm, cosy and friendly.
So welcome. This is his place. Awa Blues tour 2022. Kia ora koutou.
“A seasoned artist who touches all kinds of points in the blues and folk from
Taj Mahal and JJ Cale to dialled down Stevie Ray and even an adventurous
touch of acoustic James Blood Ulmer. Seems like this is Grant Haua’s time.”
- Graham Reid, Elsewhere Magazine
Admission to exhibitions is free.
Gallery Hours: Monday to Friday 10am - 4.30pm, Weekends and Public Holidays 1 - 4pm.
Closed Good Friday, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day.

14 Hokonui Drive, Gore 9710, New Zealand
Phone: 03 208 9907
Email: artgallery@goredc.govt.nz
www.esgallery.co.nz

easternsouthlandgallery

Following her residency in Gore last year, Sue Cooke has
kindly donated two lithographs from the series she made
while based at the East Gore Art Centre.

Euan Macleod and Gregory O’Brien, On the Naming and Renaming of Rivers
(for Janet Clutha/Mata-au), 2018, etching

Sue Cooke, Silva - Charcoal II, 2021, lithograph on black paper

Three photographs by Laurence Aberhart of the subantarctic
Auckland Islands have been gifted to the collection by
Murray Williams.
The Gallery has been fortunate to receive four works by
Dunedin artist Zuna Wright from her sons Guy and Craig
Wright.

Laurence Aberhart, Pillar Rock #3, Main Auckland Island,
1989, gelatin silver print

George O’Brien, Untitled [Lake Hawea], watercolour

Euan Macleod and Gregory O’Brien have given an etching
from their collaborative exhibition Local Knowledge.
Gregory and Brendan O’Brien and families have also
donated a beautiful watercolour of Lake Hawea (c.1885) by
George O’Brien.

Zuna Wright, Untitled [Still Life], acrylic on paper

A number of prints have been donated to the collection by
Dunedin artist Kathryn Madill. As well as her own work, the
gift includes prints by Jenny Dolezel and Beverley Behar.

Jenny Dolezel, Real Life Reversible Head, 1992, mezzotint

Kathryn Madill, Crack, 1987, woodcut

Juliet Peter, Frederick Page, pencil on paper

A drawing of composer Frederick Page by Juliet Peter has
been donated in memory of Sebastian Page.
Jacqueline Byars has donated a body of work from her time
at the Otago School of Art. The etchings and woodcuts all
feature historic buildings, including our gallery.

Jacqueline Byars, Details - Eastern Southland Gallery, 1998, burnished aquatint
Glenn Busch,
Untitled, black and
white photograph

Leo Bensemann, Death and the Woodcutter, c.1940, woodblock engraving

A woodblock engraving by Leo Bensemann, entitled Death
and the Woodcutter, has been gifted by the artist’s daughter
Cathy Harrington.
Mark Stocker has gifted a black and white photograph by
Glenn Busch, from his Place in Time series, to the collection.

